Spinal fluid cells are counted immediately upon receipt in the laboratory. The total count is determined using a Neubauer counting chamber.
Frequently no cells are noted in the spinal fluid. However, when WBC are f o u n d , the Unopak (Beeton, Dickinson and Company, Rutherford, N. J.) method is e mployed.
The Unopak is a small capillary pipette containing dried stain in a small chamber in the pipette to which a bulb is attached (Fig. 1) .
After removing the wax seal from the overflow chamber, a small aliquot of the spinal fluid is drawn up in the pipette by gentle pressure on the bulb. The contents of the pipette are mixed by forcing the fluid back and forth
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into the overflow chamber and shield which serves as a micro test tube.
When fluid and stain are well mixed, the Unopak is incubated at room temperature for approximately t w o minutes. A drop of the mixture is placed in the counting chamber and a differential cell count is made.
Results
W i t h this method, the cells of the cerebrospinal fluid were well stained and well preserved. In Table I , the differential cell counts o b t a i n e d using the U n o p a k method are compared to those using the conventional method.
The Unopak method allows rapid differentiation of lymphocytes and polymorphonuclear leukocytes. In addition to these cells, e o s i n o p h i l s , m o n o c y t e s , blast cells, and tumor cells have been noted in the stained spinal fluids.
Discussion
The current routine procedure used for staining cerebrospinal fluid is a long and time-consuming process. Cell distortion occurs when cells are transferred to glass slides and stained.
The Unopak method allows completion of the entire cell differentiation procedure within a period of ten minutes and eliminates cell distortion. 
